Looking At Life

Lesson 2

God Reveals Himself

Lord, from the day of our birth you revealed yourself to us through the loving

touch of our parents.

‘ |
As we grow you continue to reveal yourself to us through our senses and our minds. L-‘-—: aml
Today, Lord, you will again reveal yourself to us as we learn to know you through L&*ﬁ‘f
your Word, revealed to us in fullness through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ -~

and the sacred Tradition of our holy faith.
Open our hearts, minds and souls so that in faith we might seek understanding, wisdom and grace.
We ask this and all things with confidence in your love. AMEN.

What are some ways we grow closer to God through our senses?

God Has Given Us Ways to Find Answers

A bit of holy humor... A father was approached by
his small son who told him proudly, “I know what the
Bible means!” His father smiled and replied, “What

do you mean, you ‘know’ what the Bible means?”

“What does the Bible mean?” “That’s easy, Daddy...”
the young boy replied excitedly. “It stands for ‘Basic
Information Before Leaving Earth.”

: Well, what do you
think about that
response? Is  the

Bible a book of

instruction?

It is true that reading

\

- the Bible involves
two aspects. First is
knowing the Word of ‘

God and committing to it. And the second is trying |

to better understand the mystery of that Word. We call |

the Bible “God’s Word.” In and of itself, that suggests \
that we will always need help to understand the ‘ devotion, guard it with dedication and explain it with

contents correctly.
That is why the
Bible is entrusted

- to the Church. The
The son replied, “I do know!” “Okay,” said his father. |

Church is made

up of the people of

God, and it is to this very group that the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit was promised. All through the Book of Acts
we read about how the Spirit inspired and empowered
believers. And so the Holy Spirit continues to do so
today and will do so until the end of time.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with

Have you ever thought about where the Bible came
from or who wrote it? Even though the Bible is a
divine reality expressed in human words, it remains a
mystery that requires sound interpretation, reflection
and care. That is a job for the Church! All together,
as the Church, we listen to the Word with faith and




faith. The apostles and authors of the Word of God
were inspired to write down what they actually lived—
this is part of what we call Holy Tradition. Secripture
and Holy Tradition are understood at a deeper level
through a developed sense of faith of all the people of
God over time, guided by the bishops of the world-
wide or universal Christian Church.

If you read the introductions at the beginning of each
book of the Bible, you can learn a great deal abourt the
authors and their readers. Thanks to Church Scripture
scholars along with academics and archaeologists, we
know more and more about the original manuscripts,
the different writing styles, and the different audiences
for which the books of the Bible were written. For
example, the Gospel of Matthew was written to a
predominantly Jewish community. He explained the
mysteries of God, revealed through Jesus Christ, in a
way a person of Jewish ancestry would understand.

It is a very comforting reality that the Church is a haven

for her children. We can rest assured that if we work
together, as a body of believers, God will reveal to us
the deepest secrets of a good life, centered in him.

John’s Words on the Word

The Gospel of John (1:1) says that “in the beginning was
the Word.” Have you ever sat and wondered about the
beginning of existence? John’s description of the origin of
life is very important in the Armenian Church; we repeat
it on the majority of Sundays for the “Final Gospel.”

There is a cool TV commercial for bottled water that
takes a large drop of water and when it hits the surface
At the start of a PIXAR
movie, animated figures change their shape to become
a word that spells out PIXAR. John's reflection on the
“Word” can evoke its own kind of imagery. As we

it turns into an athlete.

read, just close your eyes...hear the words...draw a
picture of Jesus in your mind. If you thought of Jesus
as a “Word” what would that word be?

&

What has come into being in him was life...and
the life was the light of all people. ..

Imagine Jesus

Here’s a list of words, some are a good description
of Jesus and others are not... circle the ones that you
think fit, cross out the ones that don’t fit Jesus at all:

honest shy divine
extraterrestrial fI° iendly
happy gentle
smart
humble noble
AMAZING

influential

uninspiring
avesome powerful
mysterious SPINt weak

light God sw fun
angry




Imagine Jesus is one of your classmates... 5. What kind of music would he listen to?

what would he be like? 6. Where would he go to church?
1. What would be his favorite TV Show? 7. Would he join a church youth group?
2. Would he be a popular guy? Would he like it?

3. Would he like to hang out after school?
4. Would he play sports?

The fullness of God’s Revelation is
expressed in Jesus Christ.

Our Armenian Way Imagine yourself there in Jerusalem with the

Pentecost /HO kekaloost apostles on the day of Pentecost. You know the

1 Holy Spirit is present in the wind and the fire and
Acts 2: 1-12 in the people who suddenly have the ability to i
anhqm]_nl.um speak in different languages. How do you think

the disciples felt when all of a sudden they were
able to speak languages they did not know? The
only conclusion one could draw is that this is the
handiwork of God. This is when God's Spirit ‘
came to renew the face of the earth though the
establishment of the Church. This renewal is {
an ongoing reality through the living Church.
Actually, Pentecost is considered the birthday '
of the Universal Church, celebrated 50 days

after Easter. The Armenian Church is one of the ‘
members of this Holy Universal Establishment...

| we are the True Church and we have the |
‘marks’ to prove itl We are: One, Holy, Universal,
& Apostolic.

While the first nine articles of the Nicene Creed
(Havadamk) are about the Holy Trinity, God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, the
last three articles concern the destiny of humankind

and the role the Church plays in guiding the 5
faithful toward that destiny. The Church is all true | K
Christian believers together. Another word for
| true is Orthodox. All of the true churches can be

identified by the four ‘'marks’...




One—founded by the one Lord Jesus Christ, it has
one faith, one liturgy and one hierarchy.

Apostolic—because all her ordained bishops
are successors of the Apostles, in an unbroken

line.

Universal—as according to Our Lords

| command to go out and teach all nations. Our

goal is to convert the entire world.

| Holy—Jesus Christ is the founder of the Church.

He is holy because he is God—He gave his blood
for us. We are one body, the Body of Christ, and we
do not stand alone!

Do you pray each day for the power of the Holy Spirit? How can this power help you in your choices,

decisions and daily activities?

Holy Communion
Soorp Haghortootiun

Unipp Zunnpymphib

Take, eat; this is my body, which is distributed
for you and for many, for the expiation and
remission of sins.

[from the Armenian Divine Liturgy

In Luke’s account of the Last Supper, Jesus asks
his disciples to remember him and all that he
did, as they share the bread that he identified as
his body given for us and the cup of wine that
he identified with the New Covenant, sealed by
his blood.

In Armenian we say: Arek, gerek, ays eh marmeen eem |
vor vasun tser yev pazmats paskhee, ee kavootyoon yev |
ee toghootyoon meghats... This serves as a common
celebration of our faith, a celebration that binds not

only all Armenians, but all Christians together as one

body. You can go to any Armenian Church in the world |

and join in the celebration of Divine Liturgy.

...Pentecost
Holy Oil
Soorp Haghortootiun..........c........Holy Communion

Bureligernele smnmmamasmi CORBY B

Havadamk ..o We believe




Choices and Decisions: Following God’s Lead

Fill in the blanks with the words below...

God is a God of choices...there is no ONE way that is the ONLY way.

God in the ordinary and is always with us in our and our inclinations.
God’s is for us to be happy...not unhappy.

There are calls within calls...

God in his , takes us a step at a time.

The choices we make in the present our decisions in the

impact choices desire future multiple works

8 Tips to Help Find Some Answers...

T Be faith-filled. Pray for guidance in your decisions and seck to deepen your relationship with
God. Let Christian values guide you.

T Be generous and of service to others. We find our true heart in acts
of service.

% Pray... in ordinary and extraordinary circumstances.

it Share faith. We grow and learn by talking and studying.

% Make sacrifices. A happy and holy life involves sacrifice.

# Reach out. Your parish priest & members of your parish family are
excellent resources to help guide you.

T Education. The more you study the more you learn; remember
that God reveals himself...but we must be open to his call.

T Support. Have a heart that can listen and lead others to Christ.




